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Dave Deao Memorial

C U L I N A R Y
SCHOLARSHIP

Honoring the late founder of
the vinNEBRASKA Foundation

and investing in our community!

was one of the founding members
of the vinNEBRASKA Foundation,
and was active in the organization
from its conception in 1989 through
his death in 2019. A local
businessman, Dave owned and ran
The Winery, a fine wine store in
Clocktower Village. Dave’s passion
for viticulture was surpassed only
by his generosity and kindness. To
honor our founder and friend, the
vinNEBRASKA Foundation is proud
to offer the vinNEBRASKA Dave
Deao Memorial Scholarship at
Metropolitan Community College. 

Dave Deao

APPLY NOW

The first vinOMAHA event took place on June 16,
1990, in the atrium of the Omaha Public Power
District. The event was a fundraiser for a local
chapter of the American Cancer Society, and
included a wine tasting with twenty-six premier
wineries and a live auction of various wine-
related lots. The first lot auctioned was a
magnum of 1987 Jekel Chardonnay, and the
second was a three-liter bottle of 1986 Cabernet
Sauvignon from Chateau Ste. Michelle. 

vinOMAHA continued for four more years, before
the committee took a break to reorganize in
1995. When the event returned in 1996, it was
renamed vinNEBRASKA and had grown into a
two-night event. Stu Smith of Smith Madrone
has served as auctioneer ever since. He brings
knowledge about each winery, each auction lot,
and what makes it special. 

ABOUT



SCHOLARSHIP
REQUIREMENTS

First time student

Minimum cumulative
GPA of 2.5

Full-time student
(12+ credit hours)

Financial need may be
considered, but is not
required

Full-time status must be
maintained during the
scholarship 

Pursuing a degree/major in
any culinary arts program

In April 2022, Omaha was named by Food & Wine
Magazine as one of the most exciting up-and-
coming destinations for food lovers.  If you have
lived in Omaha for any period of time at all, you
already know that!

As you embark on your next great adventure
pursuing your degree, the vinNEBRASKA
Foundation wants to help you continue and build
on this tradition of Omaha being a foodie
destination.

"Creativity, innovation, diversity,
and deliciousness are the

hallmarks of America’s seven
most exciting up-and-coming

destinations for food lovers. Plus,
we shine a light on four smaller
cities punching well above their

weight with their vibrant food and
drink scenes."

"These Are America's Next Great Food Cities." Food&Wine, 13 April 2022,
https://www.foodandwine.com/travel/best-food-cities. Accessed 11

November 2022.

The Next Great
DestinationThe Culinary and Hospitality program at MCC

consists of two programs: Culinary Arts &
Management and Hospitality & Restaurant
Leadership.

Culinary Arts students will learn the
foundational steps of becoming a professional
chef or baker. Hands-on experience takes place
in a state-of-the-art, amazing facility, the MCC
Institute for the Culinary Arts.

Students in Hospitality and Restaurant
Leadership are prepared to become leaders
and managers within the food service industry,
or successfully begin their own hospitality
business such as event planning.

In both programs, students will learn the ins and
outs of working in service industry, building
strong leadership and teamwork skills along the
way.


